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Need a Need a Need a 

Speaker?Speaker?Speaker?   
 

Give us a call.  

We have several  

interesting topics.  

Weõd be happy to 

send out one of 

our Certified  

Arborists. 

Did you experience a clear sticky substance or 

black mold on your deck, lawn furniture or 

car last summer?  If so, you may have been 

experiencing the symptoms of the Asian 

woolly hackberry aphid, Shivaphis celti.  UTõs 

Insect and Disease Diagnostic Lab first re-

ported this aphid in the southern counties of 

our state in the Summer of 2001.  It has since 

moved into the middle TN area and was re-

ported during the summer of 2002. 

Hackberry, Celtis occidentalis and sugarberry, 

Celtis laevigata are the host plants for this 

aphid.  The aphids are small, about 2-2.5 mm 

long and are conspicuous due to the large 

amount of bluish white wax secretion from 

their abdomen.  See photo.  The adults are 

winged and give the appearance of small 

pieces of cotton on the undersides of leaves.   

Overwintering eggs hatch into females that, 

without fertilization, give birth to living fe-

males.  The ability of females to reproduce 

without mating is termed parthe-

nogenesis.  This ability allows 

young to be brought forth 

throughout the summer, account-

ing for rapid increases in popula-

tion.  The largest populations usu-

ally occur in late July or early Au-

gust in our area.  In late fall, sexual 

males and females are born.  After 

mating, the female deposits over-

wintering eggs, and the cycle con-

tinues the following year.   

During severe infestation the 

aphids excrete large amounts of 

honeydew, which coats the lower 

leaves and drips onto objects below the tree.  

The honeydew attracts ants, bees and other 

insects and serves as a medium for the growth 

of sooty mold fungus. In most cases little in-

jury occurs to the trees; however, staining of 

wood, painted surfaces or fabric may occur 

from prolonged exposure to sooty mold.   

Treatment is usually only warranted for trees 

in areas where staining of decks, lawn furni-

ture or other valuable items may occur due to 

sooty mold colonizing honeydew.  Prevention 

can be obtained by soil treatment or microin-

jection from April to mid-June with a sys-

temic insecticide such as imidicloprid.  Reduc-

tion of populations can be obtained by spray-

ing small trees with a contact insecticide or 

microinjection of larger trees in August or 

September.ʴ 

  

 

Dates to Dates to Dates to    

Remember:Remember:Remember:   
 

May  26 

Memorial Day 

June 14 

Flag Day 

June 15 

Fatherõs Day 

June 21 

Summer Begins 
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Old Soldiers and their Memorials             Jason Kenney 

Learn  

from the  

mistakes of 

others,  

You can 

never live 

long enough 

to make 

them all 

yourself.  

 

-Anonymous  

 

Ruel Jones / President   Mark Smith / Crew Leader 

Kim Cross / Consulting Arborist  Jason Kenney / Crew Leader 

ISA Certified Arborists on Staff 

Have you ever listened to a 

tree guy talk?  Ever notice 

how they refer to trees with 

statements like òLook at that 

big guy!ó or òWow, sheõs a 

beauty!ó or even one of my 

favorites òLook at that old 

soldier?ó  Once youõve spent 

enough time in the trees, you 

begin to realize that they have 

their own unique 

òpersonalityó traits.  Trees 

have a story to tell us, if weõre 

just willing to listen to them. 

Trees are living fossils, living 

history.  Ever looked at a tree 

stump to count the rings?  

Those rings are the trees biog-

raphy as well as a history of 

weather patterns the trees has 

endured.  Scientists are cur-

rently using satellite imagery 

to find the remaining virgin 

forests and taking core sam-

ples of the trees in these re-

gions to tell the history of our 

weather patterns.  You can 

tell by the width of a treeõs 

growth ring whether or not 

there was adequate rainfall or 

a drought.  The wider the 

ring, the greater the living 

conditions were for that tree.  

The smaller the ring, the more 

harsh the living conditions 

were for that tree.  These cen-

turies old trees are providing 

us with a more complete his-

tory about rainfall cycles and 

what we may expect from our 

weather in the future.   

So, how does this pertain to 

you?  You can use trees to 

commemorate things in your 

life.  Plant a tree with your 

children or grandchildren.  

Watch the tree grow as they 

grow.  Itõs a great way to 

teach children the benefits of 

stewardship.  As a father of 

three, Iõve planted a tree with 

each of my children and thor-

oughly enjoy watching them 

experience the pride of having 

a permanent effect on their 

world.  I smile when I find 

them smelling blossoms, plac-

ing G.I. Joe in the branches 

like their crazy father or see-

ing a bird nest for the first 

time in their tree.   

Trees also make a great me-

morial for loved ones.  My 

children play and swing be-

neath the outstretched arms 

of a large Oak that carries the 

same looming shadow as did 

my Great Uncle Tommy who 

fought for his country during 

World War II.  As an arborist 

and an American, I am plant-

ing a Sawtooth Oak in honor 

of our brave soldiers who 

fought and are still fighting in 

the current war with Iraq.  

Iõm looking into having some 

signs made to mark them so 

that one day, long after Iõm 

gone, someone gazes up 

through their canopy and re-

members what some great 

men and women endured.  

Maybe, just maybe, theyõll 

think about what they can do 

to honor their world in the 

same manner that these living 

giants and the people they 

were planted in remembrance 

of have done.  I for one can 

only hope that Iõve made an 

impact on peopleõs life as 

large as the trees have made 

on mine.ʴ 



Have problems with deer, rab-

bits, moles, geese, squirrels, 

chipmunks, raccoons, dogs, 

cats, armadillos, voles, pocket 

gophers, prairie dogs, nutrias, 

bats, birds, coyotes, ground-

hogs, mice, muskrats, beavers, 

opossums, otters, porcupines, 

rats, skunks, snakes, turtles, 

weasels or foxes? 

Unless you live in a commer-

cialized or industrialized urban 

area, chances are that one or 

more of the above critters 

makes an occasional appear-

ance to nibble on plant mate-

rial, from turf to shrubs, flow-

ers and trees.  

Deer, for instance, can eat 

landscape plants to the ground 

overnight.  Flowers simply 

disappear, and fruit-bearing 

vines will have no fruit.   

If you want to get rid of the 

varmint, you can always get 

out the old shotgun and pro-

ceed to blast away.  That, how-

ever, may not be the smartest 

solution.  The chances are 

good that there may be nature-

lovers in the neighborhood 

who will file a report with the 

local wildlife authority and 

when the cops show up at 

your house, you will not be on 

their list of favorite people. 

The best way to protect those 

valuable plants is to use what 

are termed òrepellents.ó  Many 

are based on natural (rather 

than synthetic or processed) 

chemicals.  Some are more 

effective and longer lasting 

than others.  Many ñ though 

not all ñ have been tested for 

efficacy.  But much of the 

time, you will be forced to try 

each one to judge its individual 

effectiveness in your situation.   

Many repellents are based 

solely on odor that browsing 

animals might find offensive.  

When you use the product, 

you òtrainó them to eat in 

places other than your  

property.   

Repellents can be made from 

anything from eggs, soap, 

predator urine, dried blood; 

the list goes on and on.  Some 

repellents are not even 

chemical based but 

rather in a category that 

can only be termed 

òdevices,ó like electric 

fences, scaring devices, 

electronic devices and 

motion-activated water 

sprayers.   

Even after youõve made your 

selection ñ whether itõs a 

chemical or a device ñ re-

member that animals are 

smarter than we think.  It may 

take them a while, but they 

eventually find their way 

around the problems they 

might encounter while brows-

ing.  They also may get used to 

certain smells and sprays.  So, 

while a specific repellent may 

work for a certain amount of 

time, the effect may wear off 

rather quickly.  And then 

youõre faced with having to 

think of new types of animal 

repellents that may work bet-

ter.ɹ                  

Page 3 Spring 2003 

òI canõt do 

itó never  

accomplished 

anything.   

 

òI will tryó 

has  

performed 

wonders.  

 

-George P. 

Burnham  

Do You Have Uninvited Guests?                 Gary Claiborne 

The Meaning Behind the Phrase .   .   .   .   .    

Rule of Thumb: 

Way back when before there were thermometers, brewers would use their thumb or 

finger to check the heat.  If it was too cold, the yeast wouldnõt grow; if it was too hot, 

the yeast would die.  The thumb in the brew is where we get the phrase, òrule of 

thumb.ó 

The Whole 9 Yards: 

Comes from World War II fighter pilots in the Pacific.  When loading their planes 

with ammo, the .50 caliber machine gun belts were 27 ft. long before loading them in 

the fuselage.  If the pilot fired all their ammo at one target, it got òthe whole nine 

yards.ó 



20th  
Anniversary  

404 Elgin Street 

P.O. Box 110584 

Nashville, TN  37222 

Phone: 615-833-6638 

Fax: 615-832-5036 

Web: www.qualitytreesurgery.com 

ADDRESS CHANGE?  

Please call and update us! 

òCelebrating 20 years of  

uncompromising 

Quality.ó 

GOT CHIPS?  WE DO ~ And we deliver for FREE! 

How  about some chips?  They make great 

mulch for play areas, paths through gardens, or even heavily 

shaded areas where grass wonõt grow.   Some of our customers 

let them set for a year or so and use the compost for enriching 

the soil of their plantings and vegetable gardens.  Itõs a great 

product that we deliver for free. All you need is a place for this 

size truck to back in and unload. 

ASK ABOUT FREE LOGS 

FOR FIREWOOD! 

 

 


