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Need a Need a Need a 

Speaker?Speaker?Speaker?   
 

Give us a call.  

We have several  

interesting  

topics.  Weõd be 

happy to speak 

for any size 

group you have. 

Dates to Dates to Dates to    

Remember:Remember:Remember:   
 

September  

5    Grandparentõs Day 

6 Labor Day 

22   1st Day of Fall 

October  

16   National Boss Day 

24   United Nations Day 

31 Halloween /  

      Daylight Savings         

      Time Ends 

New Standards on Line Clearing       Ruel Jones / Certified Arborist 

NES tree pruning policyñMy goodness . . 

what a stir up that group of people are in!  We 

have lopsided, off balance, center sections and 

corners cut out of trees all over town and how 

unsightly they can look.  I am writing this 

article in efforts to help with the 

understanding of how a tree operates. 

First of all, understand that a tree is like a big 

corporation or company.  The main stem of 

the tree is the core of the company and there 

are mass branches of employees under and 

above ground.  The upper employees (leaves) 

support the underground force (roots) with 

starches and sugars.  The roots give the leaves 

water and nutrients and the overspill of this 

symbiotic relationship is what the tree uses for 

cell division/growth and storage for hard 

times.  Understanding that a great loss of 

employees from either side of this company 

will result in death of employees on the other 

end.  This is why we see tops of trees decline 

after major root loss.  We are unable to see 

the loss of workforce underground. 

Hold that thought!  The more leaves a tree 

loses the more roots underground die from 

starvation, thus putting stress on the whole 

company.  

Now, think 

back to the 

practice in 

which trees 

were 

trimmed 

here in 

Nashville 

ever since 

the first 

electric wire 

hit the top 

of a pole.  

Theyõd come 

in and real nicely round over the whole top of 

the tree stripping it of virtually every 

employee it had.   

The type of trimming they used to do made 

trees more dangerous if they survived.  That 

type of trimming practice also starts a whole 

downward spiral of:  decaying wood, root 

loss, weakly attached limbs and several other 

situations that come back to haunt the tree 

and tree owner over time.  

Had our trees been pruned under the new 

policy as they grew up, we would have a 

completely different view.  It was not 

understood that topping was so wrong.  

Shaping and balancing to please the eye is the 

last concern of a tree.  The tree is most 

concerned about how many employees it gets 

to keep as a result of our wanting lights, hot 

water, and a TV to watch.   

Change is hard for all of us, although Iõm sure 

glad our medical doctors have adapted to new 

methods over the last 50 years.  It would scare 

me to death if my doctor didnõt change 

practice according to new technology and 

education in the field of medicine.ʴ 
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When Lightning Strikes!                Larry Loiseau / Certified Arborist  

Iõve  

always 

felt it was 

not up to 

anyone 

else  to 

make me 

give my 

best.  

Most people I talk 

to have a fear of 

the awesome force 

we call lightning.  

When I visit homes 

with storm 

damage, lightning 

is blamed by the 

homeowner when 

in fact wind 

damages most trees 

during 

thunderstorms.  

 

It is estimated that lighting strikes the Earth 

9 million times a day -100 times per second.  

It is no wonder that trees 

can be damaged by 

lightning, but what is 

lightning anyway? 

 

The electric charges that 

generate lightning are 

formed in large, very, 

very tall storm clouds.  

Negative charged 

particles collect at the 

base of the cloud.  Since 

the Earth herself is 

positively charged the 

two forces fight to find a way to connect and 

cancel out by following the path of least 

resistance.  Many times the tall tree out in 

the yard is that path of least resistance.  

An acting terminal if you will.   

 

The voltage carried by a lightning strike 

averages 100 million volts and 500 amps.  

This is an awesome amount of energy!  

Trees are damaged because the living tissues 

of the tree serve as pathways for the surging 

energy.  Moisture is instantly converted to 

steam which is why the bark of a struck tree 

appears to have been blown off.   

 

Most serious is damage done to the root 

system as the charge grounds out.  

 

Trees can be protected from lightning 

damage by installing lightning protection 

systems in them.  Lightning protection 

systems do not attract lightning!  I like to 

think of it as the ground (positive charges) is 

brought up to the top of the tree!  The 

negative charges released from the storm are 

allowed to cancel out with the positive ones 

well above the tree leaving the tree out of it 

all. 

 

Lighting systems are all copper - with air 

terminals connected to woven copper wire.  

The system is connected to 

grounding rods driven deep into 

the Earth to create a good ground.  

Trees which should be considered 

for lightning protection are those 

within 25 feet of a building, 

historic, rare and specimen trees. 

 

Trees struck by lightning do not 

always die.  They should be 

evaluated and monitored over 

time.  Fertilization and watering 

are important.  Insect pests such as 

ambrosia beetles must not be 

allowed to colonize these trees.  Many trees 

will recover 

but could 

develop 

structural 

defects when 

exposed areas 

begin to decay.  

I  have seen 

many a warrior 

Oak still 

standing tall 

and proud with 

old lighting 

stripes running down to the ground.  ɹ


