
Now Is The Time To...  

       While I always hoped Iõd be in the international banking business, I found my niche 
in nature, though ironically there are similarities.   
       Understanding how a plant operates is the key component to providing proper year-
round care, much the same as with operating a successful business.  
       A tree is like a company, which has employees both below ground (roots) and above 
ground (leaves), and both play vital roles.  A tree stores money (energy) in its fibers and 
cells just like a company does with a savings or checking account. In the spring this living, 
breathing company uses last yearõs stored savings to build new leaves, or what we might 
call next yearõs òemployeesó for the growing season. All winter long this plant was spend-
ing money on root development to support the group of employees that will soon be 
coming on. After the leaves are built, they are now ready to start making money for the 
company to use in a new growth development season, while at the same time, of course, 
refilling the savings account now low due to all the money the company spent developing 
the current roots and leaves. 
       That is basically how a plant works. The leaves support the roots and the roots sup-
port the leaves in a symbiotic relationship.  The margin or profit from these two groups 
of employees is what the company uses each year for new growth. 
       Improper pruning or care of your trees and plants can cause them to dig further 
down into their òsavings accountó and spend more money to create additional leaves to 
do necessary work.  The plant knows that without the proper amount of leaves doing the 
job and making money, the company will soon be filling Chapter 7.  

       So in the end, though the companyõs name is Quality Tree Surgery, some might con-
sider us in the financial and banking business for trees! 
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The Business of òGrowingó Successfully!                  By: Ruel Jones 

¶ Apply fertilization to turf. 

¶ Mulch landscape beds (mulching this time of year helps to retain moisture and deter weeds). 

¶ Complete all tree-planting activities to avoid inflicting heatñand waterñrelated stresses on 

newly planted trees. 

¶ Inspect and treat your Boxwoods for insect and disease problems. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Things To Consider...  

¶ One of the wisest investments you can make in your property is to keep the trees and shrubs 

safe, healthy, and beautiful by maintaining a pruning program.  This periodic removal of 

plant parts is done for safety, appearance, structural integrity, the health of trees and shrubs, 

and restoration after storms or other damage. 

¶ The single most important preventive measure you can take to enhance the health, beauty, 

and vigor of your landscape is to fertilize.  A successful Plant Health Care Program begins 

with the proper nutrients.  Trees receiving regular applications of essential nutrients look 

better and live longer. 
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Donôt Top Trees!               By: Kristina Mouksian  

 Never cut main branches back to stubs.  Many people mistakenly òtopó trees because they grow into 
utility wires, interfere with views or sunlight, or simply grow so large that they worry the landowners.  Unfortu-
nately, the topping process is often self-defeating.  Ugly, bushy, weakly attached limbs usually grow back higher 
than the original branches.  Proper pruning can remove excessive growth without the problems topping creates.  
In addition, topping is the worst thing you can do for the health of a tree.  It starves the tree by drastically reduc-
ing its food-making ability and makes the tree more susceptible to insects and disease. 
In this article, I will provide more information on the process and effects of topping. 
Whatõs wrong with topping?  Topping dramatically shortens the lifespan of trees and creates hazardous trees in 
high-traffic areas. 

Reasons to stop topping: 
1. It wonõt work 
 Topping wonõt work to keep trees small.  After a deciduous tree is topped, its growth rate increases.  It 
grows back rapidly in an attempt to replace its missing leaf areas.  It needs all of its leaves so that it can manufac-
ture food for the trunk and roots.  It wonõt slow down until it reaches about the same size it was before it was 
topped.  You canõt òstopó trees with topping.  If you succeed, you have killed them. 

2. Itõs expensive 
 A topped tree must be done and re-done every few years, and eventually must be removed when it dies 
or the owner gives up.  Each time a branch is cut, numerous long, suckers grow rapidly back to replace it.  They 
must be cut and re-cut, but they always re-grow the next year making the job exponentially more difficult.  Much 
like the many-headed Hydra snake that Hercules battled, people create maintenance monsters in their back yards.  
A properly pruned tree stays òdoneó longer, since the work does not stimulate an upsurge of re-growth.  Proper 
pruning actually improves the health and beauty of a tree, costing you less in the long run. 
3. Itõs ugly 
 The sight of a topped tree is offensive to many people.  The fleshly 
sawed-off tree limbs are reminiscent of arm or leg amputations.  And the 
freshly sawed look is just the beginning of the eyesore; the worst is yet to 
come, as the tree re-grows a witchõs broom of ugly, straight suckers and 
sprouts.  Topping destroys the winter silhouette of a tree.  The re-growth of 
suckers or shoots will bloom poorly, if at all. 

4. Itõs dangerous 
 Topping is the most serious injury you can inflict upon your tree.  
Severe topping and repeat topping can set up internal columns of rotten 
wood, the ill effect of which may show up years later in conjunction with a drought or other stress.  Ironically, 
many people top their trees because they think it will make them safer.  Topping creates hazardous trees.  In 
many cities, topping is banned because of the public safety factor and the potential for lawsuits. 

Topping creates a hazardous tree in four ways: 
IT ROTS: Topping opens the tree up to an invasion of rotting organisms.  A tree can defend itself from rot 
when side branches are removed, but it has a hard time walling off the pervasive rot to which a topping cut sub-
jects it.  Rotted individual limbs, or the entire tree, may fail as a result, often years later. 
IT STARVES: Very simply, a treeõs leaves manufacture its food.  Repeated removal of the treeõs leaves, its food 
source, literally starves the tree.  This makes it susceptible to secondary diseases such as root rot, a common 
cause of failing trees. 
WEAK LIMBS:  New limbs made from suckers or shoot re-growth are weakly attached and break easily in wind 
or snow storms, even many years later when they are large and heavy.  A re-grown limb never has the structural 
integrity of the original. 
INCREASED WIND RESISTANCE:  The thick re-growth of suckers or sprouts resulting from topping make 
the treetop heavy and more likely to catch the wind.  This increases the chance of blow-down in a storm.  Selec-
tively, thinned trees allow the wind to pass through the branches.  Itõs called òtaking the sail outó of a tree. 

What are the alternatives? 
 In order to avoid topping, newly planted trees should be properly pruned to develop a good branch 
structure as they grow.  When a mature treeõs height must be reduced, an alternative to topping is drop-
crotching.  Drop-crotching is a type of thinning cut that reduces a treeõs size while preserving its natural shape.  
This type of thinning cut will stimulate growth throughout the tree and discourage water sprout development. 

 In conclusion, just remember that the appearance of a properly pruned tree is like a good haircut: 
hardly noticeable at first glance. 

¶ Trees are the longest 

living and largest 

living organisms on 

Earth. 

¶ Two mature trees 

provide enough oxy-

gen for a family of 

four. 

¶ Trees increase prop-

erty values by 5 to 

20% due to their 

landscaping value. 

¶ Finally, people who 

plant trees become 

healthier, better 

looking, richer, and 

have more friends 

(well, ok, maybe 

thatõs stretching a 

bit); plant a tree and 

find out!  



Page 3 Spring 2006 

Crossword Puzzle     

By: Scott Trevathan 

ACROSS 

D
O

W
N

 

ñFor in the true 

nature of things, 

if we rightly con-

sider, every 

green tree is far 

more glorious 

than if it were 

made of gold and 

silver.ò 

- Martin Luther  

 What is aeration? Aeration is simply the removal of hundreds of small 

soil plugs from a lawn, to help break up soil compaction and improve root growth. 

Turf grass found in compacted soil grows slowly, lacks vigor and becomes thin or 

does not grow at all.  Core aeration removes small cores of soil, depositing them on 

the surface of the turf.  This improves the depth and extent of turf grass rooting. 

 How does aeration benefit the lawn? Core aeration will reduce soil 

compaction and enhance thatch breakdown, thus improving soil water uptake and 

decreasing water runoff and puddling.  Core aeration also allows air, water, and fer-

tilizer to better reach the root zone. This stimulates root growth to create healthier, 

stronger turf grass plants. 

 When is the best time for aeration? Spring or Fall is the best time for aeration.  Warm 

days and cool nights, along with natural moisture provide ideal conditions for aeration.  Mid-

summer months tend to be too hot for aeration.  Aeration in the summer can also cause stress to 

the turf by depleting  moisture. 

 So improve your lawn each year by aerating either in the Spring or Fall.  Your lawn will 

thank you! 

 

Aeration  

2. Base of tree 
3. A tree's skin 
4. One of the reasons not to top trees 
5. An alternative to topping trees 
6. Coolness under tree 
9. Inside acorns are __________ 

1. Drink up water in soil 
6. One of the best times for aeration 
7. Holds leaves 
8. The largest living organisms on Earth 
10. Trees make __________ 
11. They change color in Fall 
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404 Elgin Street 

P.O. Box 110584 

Nashville, TN  37222 

Phone: 615-833-6638 

Fax: 615-832-5036 
Web: www.qualitytreesurgery.com 

ADDRESS CHANGE?  

Please call and update us! 

òCelebrating 22 years of  

uncompromising 

Quality.ó 

Saves Labor - no weeding, less time watering. 

Saves Water - far less watering needed, and more rain absorption. 

Stimulates growth - mulched trees grow faster than unmulched trees. 

Keeps soil and roots from overheating in hot summers. 

Eliminates injury to trunk from mower collisions.  

Reduces soil compaction over roots. 

Nourishes the soil by adding nutrients as it decomposes. 

Reduces erosion under heavily shaded areas. 

Reduces bruising of fallen fruit under fruit trees.  

For FREE Wood Chips, delivered by the truck load, give us a call!!!  

Alaska's Augustine Volcano Erupts 

 

 

By employing only highly-trained staff and profes-

sional Arborists, Quality Tree Surgeryõs mission is to 

consistently deliver 100% customer service satisfac-

tion for all of our tree, turf, and landscape mainte-

nance customers.  


