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Donõt Lose Your Ash!      By: Kim Cross 

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), Agrilus planipennis Fairmaire, is an exotic beetle 

that was discovered in southeastern Michigan near Detroit in the summer of 

2002. The adult beetles nibble on Ash foliage but cause little damage.  The 

larvae (the immature stage) feed on the inner bark of Ash trees, disrupting the 

treeõs ability to transport water and nutrients (see photographs).  This insect is 

host specific to Ash trees.  Emerald Ash Borer probably arrived in the United 

States on solid wood packing material carried in cargo ships or airplanes origi-

nating in its native Asia.  Since it is an exotic pest, there is no known North 

American predatory insect to help reduce the population of borers.  It is esti-

mated that over 20 million Ash trees have been killed in Michigan, Indiana, 

and Ohio.  The beetle has also been identified in Canada, Illinois, and Mary-

land.  The spread of this destructive borer is occurring primarily through 

movement of infected firewood from dead Ash trees, although the transport 

of the beetle to Maryland was through infected nursery stock.  To date the 

borer has not been found in Tennessee, however, based on the rapid spread 

thus far, it may be to our state soon.  If you buy Ash trees for planting, know 

the source of the plants.  Do not buy Ash firewood and encourage your vaca-

tioning or camping friends from any of the states harboring the borer to not 

bring firewood into our state. The best protection for our Ash trees at this 

time is education. I encourage you to make your friends and neighbors aware 

of this pest in an effort to prevent its spread. If you have Ash trees that have 

recently died, please contact our office at 833-6638.    
 

Source: www.emeraldashborer.info 

Larvae Stage 

Our plant health care program is designed to protect 

and preserve the ornamental shrubs and trees in your 

landscape. Our program includes at least six annual 

visits in which plants will be inspected and disease and 

insect control will be applied as needed.  These visits 

are scheduled throughout the growing season when 

disease and insect problems are at their peak.  Careful 

monitoring and knowledge helps us stay ahead of up-

coming potential problems between visits. We stress 

the words òas neededó because the elimination of all 

insects is not desirable.  There are many beneficial insects that help create a 

working harmony within a landscape. With our highly trained certified techni-

cians overseeing your plants you can enjoy your landscape to the fullest. For 

more information and a FREE estimate, call Jesse Ragan at 833-6638. 

Japanese Maples have 

beautiful foliage.. 

Protect Your Investment           By: Jesse Ragan

True or false?  You can tell how close a 

thunderstorm is by counting the seconds 

between lightning and thunder.  
 

 

True. The physics 

of sound velocity 

apply here. So, 

the rule of thumb 

is 1 mile for every 

five seconds be-

tween the sight of 

lightning and the 

sound of thunder. 

But if you get to, 

say, 20 seconds, meaning the lightning is 4 

miles away, it doesn't mean you're safe. That's 

because "bolts from the blue" can come out of 

the thundercloud and strike as far as 10 miles 

away. And that is how many people have been 

injured or killed during thunderstorms.  
 

 

 

Source: USA Weekend 

 Adult Beetle 

Feeding Galleries 
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¶ A mature Birch tree 

can produce up to one 

million seeds per year. 

¶ One tree produces 

nearly 260 lbs. of oxy-

gen per year. 

¶ Tree roots stabilize 

soil and prevent ero-

sion. 

¶ Less than 1% of a tree 

is made up of living 

cells. 

¶ There are over 20,000 

different kinds of trees 

in the world. 

¶ The Tallest Deciduous 

Tree currently known 

in America is a Pecan 

in Mer Rouge, LA.  It 

stands over 160 feet 

tall and over 95 feet in 

spread. 

¶ Sycamores develop the 

largest trunk of any 

North American hard-

wood.  The current 

champion has a di-

ameter of 11 feet. 

What will happen to our plants? 
 
Itõs not that we had a late freeze, more so the latter half of winter was unusually warm.  The trees and 

plants were so confused with the very warm weather they became active about three weeks earlier and 

the freeze caught them (our plants) with a high volume of water in the limbs and cambial tissue result-

ing in freeze damage. What happens when there is too much water in the limbs and stems is the same 

thing as when water pipes freeze and burst.  Plant tissue can be frozen to a point that it explodes, 

causing it to die.   In most cases the trees and plants will overcome the set back with minimal damage, 

although in some areas and on plants, such as Japanese Maple, Crape Myrtle, Mimosa and others, we 

have seen heavy damage and some plants have even been killed altogether. 

Our recommendation for damaged trees and plants is to water them regularly this summer.  This is the 

single most important thing that can be done to help.  Place the water where the roots are.  For in-

stance, tree roots grow laterally an average of 18õõ to 24ó a year; so for a tree thatõs been planted 10 

years, water an area from the trunk to about 20 feet out on each side (forget that old myth about roots 

and drip line). Apply about 1.5ó of water a week during dry periods, which is about all summer long 

here in Nashville. A handy way to know when youõve applied 1.5ó of water is to place a pie pan where 

the water will fall over it and time how long it takes to fill; from then on youõll know how long to let it 

run.  

For long-term help, prune the dead ends out of the plants down to the green healthy tissue or to a 

suitable lateral; pruning of live limbs and foliage for aesthetic purposes would be better next year. The 

plant needs all the help it can get from its employees (its leaves) right now, and the tree doesnõt care 

what it looks like, it just wants to live. You can prune to meet your eyeõs needs later if the poor thing 

makes it. 

The next option that will be especially helpful for trees and plants that are important to you or your 

property is to have them treated this fall or early winter with a liquid solution of Biostimulants, My-

corrhizae and a slow release low salt fertilizer. There are several different varieties of fertilizer although 

we recommend Arbor Green. Our team of Arborists have researched several brands of fertilizer and 

none have held up to Arbor Green; it has a very low salt index, loaded with micronutrients and has a 

stable slow release ability that allows the plant to utilize nutrient particles up to an 18-month period.  

Remember, we are here to help. Our team of Arborists have great resources, we love to dig down in 
there and get to the real source of any tree issue. 

Winter Freeze!                 By: Ruel Jones 

 

 

 

As many of you know, the heat and stress of Summer can really take its toll 

on your lawn.  Fall aeration and overseeding is vital for a thick, lush lawn.  

So please do not miss out on the 5% discount we are offering everyone who 

signs up before August 31st.   

 
 

Call me for more information and to be put on the schedule! 
 

 

I look forward to working with you. 

Protect Your Lawn!        By: Jeff Stokes 

5% OFF 
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Crossword Puzzle     

Speakers  

Bureau: 
   

   

Looking for a 

speaker for your 

club meetings?  

 

 

Give us a call! 

We have several inter-

esting, informative 

topics. Weõd be happy 

to speak for any size 

group you have! 

 Back in the late 80õs I took a job at Vanderbilt University to help care 

for the trees on campus.  They had recently created a tree inventory, whereby 

every tree was located on a map and identified by the size of trunk and by tree 

species. 
 

 I was puzzled.  Almost all the trees that I considered to be Hackberries 

(Celtis occindentalis) were being listed as Celtis laevigata on the map.  Almost all! 
  

 Celtis laevigata is Sugarberry - sometimes called Southern  

Hackberry.  It so happens that the range of the two species overlap here in  

Middle Tennessee.  Sugarberry and Hackberry are so similar that most people 

assume they are the same species.  The leaves of Sugarberry are more slender 

and are smooth on top.  Hackberry leaves are more course and have a rough feel 

on top.  The Sugarberry also prefers moist well drained soils and soils with an 

elevated pH, and this is what we have in the Nashville area. 

 What can I say?  It could be that the Hackberry out in the yard has 

been a Sugarberry all along. 

The Hackberry Has A Cousin                   By: Larry Loiseau 

  Bark of Sugarberry 

1. Plants' employees. 
2. An exotic beetle fatal to Ash trees. 
3. Emerald Ash Borer larvae disrupts tree's ability to transport water    
    and __________. 
5. A liquid solution that is especially good for trees and plants. 
7. These trees develop the largest trunk of any North American  
    hardwood. 
8. Its leaves are more course and have a rough feel on top. 
9. The tallest deciduous tree known in America.  

4. Recommended fertilizer brand. 
6. Hackberry's cousin. 
10. One tree produces nearly 260 lbs. of __________ per year. 
11. Damaged plants should be __________ regularly. 

DOWN  

ACROSS 

 

Be kind to all ð  

Every person you 

meet is fighting a  

battle of some sort. 

 

Love doesn't make 

the world go around, 

it just allows the ride 

to be more fun. 

Sad? 

It is not someone 

elseõs job to make you 

happy. 

Leaves of Sugarberry 


