February 2008
Drought Stricken PI ant s

The Easter freeze of 2007 caused great concern for many homeowners due to l
dramatic loss of leaves on their trees and shrubs. However, a great deal of the trees a
shrubs that died or were severely damaged by the freeze wertivaguiants such as Japa- |
nese Maple and Crepe Myrtle or plants that were already in poor condition. Most of ouf
native trees such as Oak, Hickory, and Maple suffered noticeable damage to foliage bu!
able to draw on food reserves to grow new leaves by the beginning of summer. Then t«
insult to injury came the extreme drought and high temperatures of the summer. The '
drought and extreme temperatures reduced photosynthesis, limiting food production. G
to depletion of reserve food used to grow new leaves after the freeze and the inability tg
duce new food, many of our trees died by the end of summer. Hardest hit were Mapled
many of our Evergreens such as Leyland Cypress, Spruce, and White Pine. I

Excessive drought and extremely high soil temperatures result in dieback of thel
small absorbing roots needed to extract nutrients and water from the soil. Rainfall amon
this fall and winter have not made up the deficit as far as water supply in our lakes and
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streams, however, the good news is rainfall volume and frequency have provided adequate
moisture for our trees and shrubs to grow new absorbing roots over the winter. If the cur-

rent rainfall pattern continues, trees and shrubs with adequate food reserves for growing
leaves this spring should be able to recover.

What should | do now?

1 Any evergreens that are brown are for sure dead. Dead trees should be removed d
to protect live plants from insect and disease problems this spring.

1 Remaining trees wil/ benefit by apply

fertilizer to promote root growthi this is very important!

1 Dormant oil applied now is beneficial to evergreens and woody plants for reducing &=

harmful insect populations this coming summer.
1 Pruning! Wait until spring to determine which trees had adequate reserve food to

produce new leaves, and have one of our trained arborists develop a pruning plan t

restore the beauty and health of your valuable landscape.
1 Be prepared to water your trees during hot, dry periods this sundnzmust!

o Kim Cross

Why Trees Break... Ruel Jones

Sharpangled forks and limb attachments are one of the L

we ak . l'tés not that the Bradford
because they usually have an abundance ofssttdep limb attachments.
Most trees damaged or lost due to this stiagte attachment could have be

reasons for tree failur@his is why Bradford Pears fall every time thd ¥4
wind blows, and also one of the main reasons people think Hackberryt

 easily remedied if a cable brace had been installed. Support cables are|easy$tarpangled forks
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install, and they greatly reduce the chances of failure. If you have a treg

with

sharpangled forks or limb attachments, this is where an ounce of cure can save you a ton of problems.



