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Why Are So Many Trees Dying? By: Ruel Jones

This is a question we hear regularly from homeowners
who have dead or dying trees. Over the past 18 months, tree
removals have increased at an alarming rate of 100% to 125%.

As Arborists our work load over the past 25 years usually
consisted of around 75% tree care pruning & maintenance, with
25% tree removal and only about half of the removals in most
cases were dead trees. Many were trees that needed removal due
to reasons other than the tree dying. Removing trees is not why
we are in business, although that part comes along with the job.

Trees are a lot like people in a sense that there is usually
not just one thing that causes us to become ill or sick. In most
cases a tree in decline has a
not to mention the fact that trees inherit strengths and weaknesses from their descendants, the
same way people do. If high blood pressure or cholesterol runs in your family, there is a fairly
good chance that it has been passed on to you or through you to your children. Taking really
good care of yourself will reduce the effects of these inherited traits significantly, and in most
cases, you can live on to a ripe old age (whatever that is). When we talk of trees or plant life we
rarely think in these terms. Many folks just want to know the one reason the tree is sick or dying
and whatodos the one thing to fix the probl er
is easy, but those instances are few and far in between. | believe the most important thing a
homeowner can do to preserve their trees and plants are to have them looked over every two to
three years. Many problems can be headed off with very little expense with a sthrplegivalk
inspection. Often a structural weakness can be visually spotted by an arborist, and a tree that to
many years to grow can be protected. Remember, inspection is protection!
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turf needs are right around the corner starting in late Febrdary! S-round program.

These first few treatments are the ground work for
how well the poor grass will hold up during the unbearable
scorching heat and miserable drought stricken summers th
are inevitably a part of middle Tennessee. So, stay warm,|pick
up the phone and call us to get your grass onroun8 pro-
gram and enjoy beautiful green turf this year.
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We are now here to help you with your langl- Get Tagg ed I

scaping needs! Many of you already have
experienced and are enjoying your new
landscaping that we have installed. A brie T rees ma k e a d Iff erence
summary of services we have added in adgi- 2
tion to our tree work include: Now your CAR can, too.
1 New landscape ideas and designs
1 Installation
1 Shrub pruning
1 Tree planting
1 Mulching i 2
/Act now! Tree auto tag
a‘lt 7.000) miles Noh monti i ever ﬁul orders earn 50% off ngw TQFC
efficient automobiles emit 3.5 tons of CO2 meaberships fora lamited ime.
annually. That requires 17 new trees to offset
the impact each year — now consider the wake
of larger size pickups or SUVs.
The Tennessee Urban Forestry Council
(TUFC) invites you to make a positive
difference with the purchase of a state auto
tag honoring trees.
Each “Trees Make a Difference” auto tag
contributes $17.50 to the TUFC, thus helping
to continue our arboretum, awareness and 1’0?(? staatgfsy m:sstal::spr;m?nzlg
education programs throughout the state requirements so please help
regarding the importance of trees in the urban ensure our continued good
environment. Each auto tag purchase will also e AT T
i i . trigger a 50% discount on a new TUFC annual ’
What lies behind us and what lies before membership.
. . s Simply complete the reverse side form and
tiny matters compared to what lies within u return to the address indicated. We appreciate
. your support of Tennessee’s trees! z £ \
. LV SN ' . AR
- Oliver Wendell Holmes < It's a “natural” gift for the holidays! e NTNFECISTESE
R
Online ordering available at www.tufc.com
Trees Are Good! By: Jesse Ragan

With all the unfortunate weather patterns over the last couple
of years, much of our plant life has struggled and even died. Althofh it
is hard to see our big, beautiful trees pass, it can also be looked atfls a
ti me of rebirth. 0 Li f-RigVedhe Enis and rebir
stage is vital within a landscape. Unlike a forest where tree reprod®tion
is constant, landscapes are often bare. Seedlings are unable to tal rgb, find yourself
due to constant mowing and herbicides used to maintain dtaa/n.
and shrub planting is the perfect solution Adding new trees and
shrubs or replacing the dead has both economic and environment
benefits. Landscaping is an excellent investment! On average a |d8d-
scapedyardaddsls % t o a homeds val ue M WRRESy er y
time can be 160 0 0 %. Proper placement of shade trees@and everg
heating and cooling costs by 2.1 billion dollars. In addition to saving money, trees have many envir ental
benefits. A single tree can remove 26 pounds of carbon dioxide from the air every year and releasegbout 13
pounds of oxyge®enough for a family of four on a daily basis. Trees also reduce noise pollution and@elp
control runoff and erosion. Tree selection and placement are one of the most important investment @ecisions
for a homeownerZ H/W WLPH LW -V UHTXLUHG WR UHPRYH D WUHH SURDFWLYH

in a hole, stop
digging.



