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Do you have any 

walking trails,  

garden areas, 

deep ruts/ditches, 

farm animals, or 

just a landscape 

needing some 

love? Check out 

article on page 3. 

Why Are So Many Trees Dying?          By: Ruel Jones 

 This is a question we hear regularly from homeowners 
who have dead or dying trees.  Over the past 18 months, tree  
removals have increased at an alarming rate of 100% to 125%.  
As Arborists our work load over the past 25 years usually  
consisted of around 75% tree care pruning & maintenance, with 
25% tree removal and only about half of the removals in most 
cases were dead trees.  Many were trees that needed removal due 
to reasons other than the tree dying.  Removing trees is not why 
we are in business, although that part comes along with the job. 
 Trees are a lot like people in a sense that there is usually 
not just one thing that causes us to become ill or sick.  In most 
cases a tree in decline has a whole host of issues it’s dealing with, 

not to mention the fact that trees inherit strengths and weaknesses from their descendants, the 
same way people do.  If high blood pressure or cholesterol runs in your family, there is a fairly 
good chance that it has been passed on to you or through you to your children.  Taking really 
good care of yourself will reduce the effects of these inherited traits significantly, and in most 
cases, you can live on to a ripe old age (whatever that is).  When we talk of trees or plant life we 
rarely think in these terms.  Many folks just want to know the one reason the tree is sick or dying 
and what’s the one thing to fix the problem.  In some cases we are lucky and finding the problem 
is easy, but those instances are few and far in between.  I believe the most important thing a 
homeowner can do to preserve their trees and plants are to have them looked over every two to 
three years.  Many problems can be headed off with very little expense with a simple walk-through 
inspection.  Often a structural weakness can be visually spotted by an arborist, and a tree that took 
many years to grow can be protected.  Remember, inspection is protection! 

 So you’re thinking “is this 
guy a nut?”  Here we are in the cold 
of winter and he’s talking about grass.  
What’s the deal?  It’s cold, wet and 
nasty outside and the heck with grass, 
right?  Besides, you’re probably  
thinking that’s a spring kind of thing 
and don’t bother me with it right now! 

  

 Well you’re right!  Let the grass do its thing for now, 
although don’t forget that the most important applications your 
turf needs are right around the corner starting in late February! 
  

 These first few treatments are the ground work for 
how well the poor grass will hold up during the unbearable 
scorching heat and miserable drought stricken summers that 
are inevitably a part of middle Tennessee.  So, stay warm, pick 
up the phone and call us to get your grass on our 5-round pro-
gram and enjoy beautiful green turf this year.  

Turf ?  Now?  This Time Of  The Year?  
By: Ruel Jones TURF  

COUPON 
 
 
● First treatment is 

free for any size 

lawn. 
 
 
● Applies only to first 

time sign ups of a            

5-round program. 

 

● Offer expires     

April 15th,  2009 
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Get Tagged! 

What lies behind us and what lies before are 

tiny matters compared to what lies within us. 
 

- Oliver Wendell Holmes 

If you find yourself 

in a hole, stop  

digging. 

 

-Will Rogers 

We are now here to help you with your land-

scaping needs!  Many of you already have 

experienced and are enjoying your new 

landscaping that we have installed.  A brief 

summary of services we have added in addi-

tion to our tree work include: 
 

 New landscape ideas and designs 

 Installation 

 Shrub pruning 

 Tree planting 

 Mulching 
 

 With all the unfortunate weather patterns over the last couple 
of years, much of our plant life has struggled and even died.  Although it 
is hard to see our big, beautiful trees pass, it can also be looked at as a 
time of rebirth.  “Life, death and rebirth are inevitable.”-Rig Veda.  This 
stage is vital within a landscape.  Unlike a forest where tree reproduction 
is constant, landscapes are often bare.  Seedlings are unable to take root 
due to constant mowing and herbicides used to maintain a lawn.  Tree 
and shrub planting is the perfect solution.  Adding new trees and 
shrubs or replacing the dead has both economic and environmental 
benefits.  Landscaping is an excellent investment!  On average a land-
scaped yard adds 14-15% to a home’s value.  Recovery value at selling 

time can be 100-200%.  Proper placement of shade trees and evergreen windbreaks reduce our country’s yearly 
heating and cooling costs by 2.1 billion dollars.  In addition to saving money, trees have many environmental 
benefits.  A single tree can remove 26 pounds of carbon dioxide from the air every year and releases about 13 
pounds of oxygen – enough for a family of four on a daily basis.  Trees also reduce noise pollution and help 
control runoff and erosion.   Tree selection and placement are one of the most important investment decisions 
for a homeowner.  Next time it’s required to remove a tree, be proactive and plant another! 

Trees Are Good!            By: Jesse Ragan
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 Free wood chips are now available for delivery to 

you.  Wood chips used as mulch recycle important nutrients 

back into the soil.  Mulch also helps to protect your tree's 

root system from compaction, freezing temperatures and it 

also holds in moisture during droughts.  The decaying or-

ganic matter in mulch feeds soil microbes, keeping it healthy.  

Woodchips can also be used to fill and help alleviate erosion 

problems.  They can be spread around play areas and they're 

great for making foot paths.  It's just a great way to recycle 

our natural resources.  
 

 Here's how it works.  Just give our office a call at 

833-6638; let us know where 

you want the woodchips and 

we'll put you on our chip 

list.  When a crew is working in your area and has a load of chips, they will deliver them 

to your home free of charge!  Due to the way our chipper trucks dump, we can only de-

liver a full truck load at a time and you must have a big area that a large truck can easily 

access. It’s a HUGE pile like the picture shows so be sure you want them.   Once the 

truck is dumped they’re all yours. 

 Back in the summer, I got hooked on EBay.  I started out  
buying the things I already knew about, like coins and tokens.  But I soon 
drifted into something I never knew existed – Coal Scrip. 
 Coal companies created their own system of money that they issued 
to miners in lieu of US currency to spend in their company stores.  This  
system was born out of necessity due to the lack of US currency in such  
remote areas.  Later critics complained that it would keep workers indentured 
to the coal companies, as they were not paid with US currency and that prices 

in the company stores were sometimes twice that of stores in nearby towns. 
 With literally hundreds of coal companies in operation, they strived to differentiate their 
“money” from each other.  They used variations in size, metal composition, and most stamped out a 
distinctive shape or “cut out”.  With over 13,000 catalogued pieces, this has turned out to be a very 
interesting collector’s hobby. 
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Coal “Scrip”                  By: Larry Loiseau

FYI: January, February and March are beautiful for installing plants and trees. Yeah, I know it’s cold, wet and nasty 
outside and you don’t really like it out there right now, but plants are loving it!  Get up and stick your nose to the  
window, look out at the landscape around your place and do something about it.  Replace those dead or missing shrubs 
and say, plant a tree, good thing someone did or you wouldn't have any.  Waiting until the spring planting fever hits 
reduces the survival rate.  The underground world of plants are miserably misunderstood.  Plant roots grow during 
winter months and when nursery stock is dug up from the fields most roots are cut off. These poor little plants are  
living on stored energy while they grow new roots.  During winter the roots grow without having to supply leaves with 
water and nutrients, thus giving them a head start; this significantly increases their chances of survival.  Plant now and 
give those little fellows a greater chance, after all this will be their final destination. 



515 Tanksley Avenue 

Nashville, TN 37211 

Phone: 615-833-6638 

Fax: 615-832-5036 

Web: www.qualitytreesurgery.com 

ADDRESS CHANGE?  

Please call and update us! 

 

 

Do you have a story, comment, suggestion, or 

opinion you would like to share with our readers?   

If so, send it to us via fax, mail or email. 

 Diagnosing and managing diseases and disorders of landscape trees can be challenging.  

Often, environmental factors cause damage or lead to poor tree vigor and many disease-causing 

organisms (or damaging insects) found are secondary.  Looking at the whole picture and consider-

ing the history of the site and pattern of damage when diagnosing problems is very important in 

prescribing the proper treatment.   

 The most recognizable symptom of plant distress is wilted, distorted or discolored leaves.  

Numerous disease or insect problems can cause these symptoms.  Some of these can be identified in the field, but many insect and 

disease pathogens need to be isolated and observed under a microscope to insure proper identification.  Plant heath care is much 

like human health care: proper identification of the cause is essential to the development of a treatment plan.  Chest pain and la-

bored breathing are symptoms of pneumonia, but these are also symptoms of a heart attack.  Based on the description of pain, a 

doctor may be fairly confident that the pain is associated with pneumonia.  However, to be confident, a doctor will perform addi-

tional tests to determine the cause of the symptoms and prescribe the proper treatment based on the results. 

 Treating disease and insect problems without a proper diagnosis is costly and 

may make the problem worse instead of better.  Our certified arborists have previously 

utilized the University of Tennessee pest diagnostic center to identify insect and disease 

problems that could not be identified in the field.  We have recently assembled a labora-

tory to enable us to make diagnosis in house.  We will still utilize the universities exper-

tise when needed, but this will allow a quicker response time for any needed treatment.  

If you have plants that are exhibiting stress, call one of our certified arborists to help 

with the health of your valuable plants. 

Diagnosis Of  Plant Disorders             By: Kim Cross


